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Dr. Richard Vernon Worrell—the first orthopaedic oncologist in the state—began his invaluable work in New Mexico
in 1987. Dr. Worrell served the University of New Mexico
(UNM) Department of Orthopaedics & Rehabilitation well,
especially by filling voids: he directed the general orthopaedic service at the Veterans Administration (VA) Medical
Center for years, provided musculoskeletal oncology care
at UNM Hospital, and even came out of retirement when
the department lacked sufficient faculty. Throughout his
career and retirement, he regularly participated in orthopaedic-related conferences and Grand Rounds. Dr. Worrell
was a great mentor to orthopaedic residents and junior faculty while also providing life-saving, compassionate care to
many patients. He passed away in October 2014.
Richard was born on June 4, 1931, in Brooklyn, New
York, to John Elmer and Elaine Worrell. In the 1960s, he
performed his orthopaedic residency at the University at
Buffalo in the same state, in addition to serving in the US
Army Reserve Medical Corps. After having a private practice for about a year, Dr. Worrell developed an interest in
the academic aspect of medicine. In 1968, he became the
first chairperson of the Department of Orthopaedics at the
University of Connecticut School of Medicine, serving until
1970. During this time, he met his future wife, Audrey M.,
who was working as a professor of psychiatry. Dr. Worrell
filled various roles (including professor, clinical instructor,
chief, assistant dean, and director) at several institutions
throughout the 1970s and early 1980s.
Dr. Worrell’s career continued to be marked with success
and recognition. He relocated to Albuquerque (with Mrs.
Worrell!) in 1987 and, fortunately for us, completed his
academic career here. He became a professor at the UNM
orthopaedics department, eventually serving as the vice
chairman. To better care for patients, Dr. Worrell focused
his efforts on recruiting faculty for the VA and UNM Hospital orthopaedic services. He not only took on the role of
chief of the orthopaedic surgery division at the VA, but also
directed the orthopaedic oncology services at UNM Cancer
Center to provide in-state treatment for patients.
In addition to his clinical work, Dr. Worrell contributed to the academic aspect of medicine. He published two
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editions of Orthopaedics: Principles of Basic and Clinical
Science with Dr. Felix Bronner (providing the first formal
curriculum for our orthopaedic residency program) and
numerous scholarly articles and lectures. Dr. Worrell was a
member of prestigious organizations such as the Orthopaedic Research Society, American Academy of Orthopaedic
Surgeons, and American Society of Clinical Pathologists,
while also an oral examiner for the American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery.
Dr. Worrell was a gentleman and a fine surgeon. He
brought tremendous subspecialty care and expertise in the
field of musculoskeletal oncology to New Mexico and the
growing clinical mission of the UNM orthopaedics department. His contributions to this department—and to this
state—created a lasting foundation for future services. The
legacy of Dr. Worrell lives on through his children, Phillip
and Amy, his loving wife, Audrey, and the countless residents, patients, and friends whom he cared for dearly. I am
proud and appreciative to have known him as a friend and
partner.

In Memoriam
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